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Emrys Kirby drives an immaculate unrestored early Discovery
‘and reckons the timehas come to call it a true classic
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Front grille now looks very crude and dated

weren't even an option at launch. This

example in flat, solid Windjammer Bluc has

{now) very retro-looking side stripes. giving

sporting appeal, not cozing sophistication.
To keep manufacturing costs down, the

old Austin Bover parts bin was raided

for the tail lights (from & Maestro van),

the headlights [from a Freight Rover] and
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instrument hinnacle and gauges (from
the Montego/Maestro/Metro). Somehow
though, this worked well - it was cost-
effective, robust; slightly rugged and
perfect for a practical everyday vehicle.
While it was always designed with a five-
door version in mind, the fact that it was
launched as a two-door again cemented
the difference between it and the Range
Rover which was almost exclusively
ordered as a fAve-door by the late 1980s.
What was totally new for the Discovery
was the 200Tdi 'Gemini’ diesel engine and
the Range Rover continued with the 2.5
VM diesel engine, The 200Tdi was still
based on existing four-cylinder engine
designs but with its two-stage injectors, it
was significantly quicter than other direct
injection diesels of the time. For those used
to the rattle of a Tdi in a Series vehicle,
it is truly a revelation to drive a pristine
condition Discovery like this, You know it's
a diesel but there's no rattle, no vibrations
and no harshness inside the cab. Despite
the fact that the vehicle and engine were
designed and produced in fewer than four
vears, huge amounts of effort were put
into controlling NVH (noise, vibration and
harshness). Huge rubber mounts absorb
much of the vibration at low revs and a
well soundproofed transmission tunnel
controls noise,

“The Discovery had
to look and feel very
different to maintain
its older brother’s
premium price’

While we can sing ils praises, sitting in
the driver's seat you can't help but realise

just how far the 4x4 industry has come in

27 years. This vehicle has wind-up front
windows, door-cand mounted ash trays,
crude tilt and slide seats, a simple 1ilt
sunroof controlled by a turn knob, & radio
cassette player and a rudimentary factory-fit
alarm that really does look like an add on.
The current, now fifth generation, Discovery
is a starship in comparison, with its touch
screen infotainment system, panoramic roof
and smartphone adjustable rear seating,
The hirst generation Discovery has
served fts fime as an old car and those
that have escaped the crusher can Aghily
now be called classic. While values are
still generally quite low, expect to pay &
premium for something as good as this or
anything with factory history like a G-WAC
launch vehicle, =¥k
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Emrys says,'I'm convinced that early Disoverys
are a proper classic”
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