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Land Rovers Aplenty

Sited in picturesque Surrey is the Dunsfold Collection, the world’s largest
private collection of Land Rovers. Greg Hilton drove down to investigate
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he Dunsfold Collection is the world's
Tlargﬁt private colléction of Land

Rovers. Located in leafy rural Surrey,
it was started in 1968 by Land Rover
enthusiast Brian Bashall.

Brizn had started to build up a collection
of rare pre-production and prototype
Land Rovers and realised that he had an
opportunity to preserve these vehicles
for posterity, At that time Land Rover
itself was not especially interested in its
history, often meaning the development
vehicles were serapped afier fulfilling
their roles.

The collection continued to grow,
reaching over 130 Land Rover vehicles,
periodically holding open days as a way
to raise vital funds. Brian's son, Philip,
took over the collection and the Dunsfold
DLE servicing and spare parts business,

This 1982 One Ten priitntrptt. was sent to Italy 25

continuing to look after cach in parallel
until 2020 when Dunsfold DLE was
closed, after 52 years of trading,

Philip and fellow trustees Richard
Beddall and Gary Pusey were now
focused on how o preéserve the collectian
for future generations and make it
available to a wider audience,

The resulting Land Rover Museum was
opened on June 11, 2023, after two years
of hard work by trustees and volunteers.
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This l.*':.l&l Stagi: 1 V8 Station Wagon Bﬂm
prototype is one of only four produced
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This was followed by a public open day in
September of the same year.

The collection allows clubs and groups
to have a private visit to the museum

in return for a modest donation. This
opportunity was too good to miss, and so
ten friends and | made the pilgrimage to
Dunsfold in November last year.

Upon pulling into the car park we
were immediately struck by the array
of Land Rovers. The 1964 Forest Rover,

‘With dozens of
special vehiclesto
admire, weeach
homed inon vehicles
of particular interest’

a Series [TA with enormous tractor
tyres, caught our attention.

Built by Roadless Traction in Hounslow,
this Forest Rover is one of only nine
buflt for customers who required
a true ‘go anywhere’ vehicle, This
example spent its life with the Céntral
Electricity Generating Board, doing dam
maintenance wark in Wales:

OFf particular interest was a rather
special pre-production 1982 One Ten.
With a 2,286cc diesel engine from the
then=current Series IIl, this coil spring
prototype was shipped to British Leyland
in Italy. With a range of features unigue
to its type and 1o the [talian market, it
proved popular with the ‘rivet counters’
in GUr group.

We enjoyed a personal introduction
to the colleetion from Philip and

www.classiclandrover.com



D

W,

I The Dunsfald Enlrél:t:'un‘s MUSEUm L,
T

contains a rotating collection of
special and unusual Land Rovers
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The oldest Range Rover in the world,
a 1969 Velar engineering prototype
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This Forest Rover Series TIA was
previousty owned by the Central
Electricity Generating Board
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