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FALKLANDS FOREST ROVER

10xZ8-inch sis-ply tractor fres, snd a bespoke load-
carrying body”

Inthe Dotober 2021 ksee of LM, Nickand | wrate
about the Roadless, better known nowadays as the
Forest Riovai wsing both Meck's ressarch carried aul oeer
many years, a5 well as tha records st the Dunsfold
Collection, which has the ax-Contral Electricily
Grenerating Board Forest Rover in s care. Dunsfolds
Philip Bashall and 1 spent severad days at the British
Muotor Musedm archive at Gaydon, pofing over Hover's
praduction records, and together the three of us
contluded Lhat only mine Fores| Rovers were buill. In the
LEM article we set oul the concliesions of cur coliactive
resegrch, which prowided o far more robust aed
authoritative history of these rare and fascinating
wehicles tham had pver appeared before,

Mick's Talher, Robin, bad kepl & the paperwork relating
to his purchase of the Forest Rover and the many vears
of awnarship, use, and repeirs That Follvered until e
vehicle was honourably retired in 2007 Big Rover’, as it
has always been known, remsing at Gibraltar Station as
the centrepiece of Nick's collection of Land Rovers that
e all had to work hard for aEving

Mick promized that when Gne allowed, be woold
arrange to have all the decuments copéed and a
lascinating story has besn revealed of a Land Rover that
provided 8 year-round conneo tan n all weatlwes
between the Pitaluga home at Salvadar and the iskand's
aly bown sl Stanley. Big Rover always came thiough and
wias trsted imglicitly by Robin, and Eter by Nick, W get
the job dane and get the Tarmily horme. Such were the
fatuire of its reguilar jpumeys to Stanley that its utilisation
couki better ba measured @ terms of runaing hours
sather than miles driven.

it pegan in late 1961, whan Rabin sent a telegram to
Fleatwing, London W1, which was the telegraphic
address of the Falkland Islands Trading Company Ltd,
requesting that they cblain a quotation snd delivery thne
from Roadmass Traction Lid of Hourslow for 2 ‘Roadless
Rovar 105 on 10 by 28 tymes’. Baaring in mind the rigours
of the South Atlantec wintes, Robin requested & hard top
station wagon boy,

Roadless duly submitted its quatation fos petral and
iesa| versions but explained that the ondy bady choice
wies a truck-cab with an al-steal pick-up with stake
sockel holes for g canvas hood. The prices guoled were
for chassls and cab anly and the petred version was
E1558 bhefore tax, with the dissel costing an esxtra £1000
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The pick-up body was a further £172 and the spare whessl
added £36 an Lop.

Robin wasted no tima ence Christmas was ot of the
way, and on 5 fanuary 1962 he confirmed his order fara
petrol-angmed vetihcle with estras including a fully-
Erimamied De L uxe caly, o capstan winch, @ canvvas hood for
Lhe rags body, & spares KL and a later and demistar
He had to go without the station wagon body, and
dalivery would take st le=ast three moeaths. The bill was
Justunder £E3000 &t & tirse when & standard B8in trick
cab cost E640.

The Forest Baver finally arrived at Gibraltar Stationin
Octgber 1962, néne months after Robin had placed his
heher, although his altempts 1o g=t it shipped In e hald
were unsiccasstul, and it came all the way a8 dech
cargo on a British Antarctic Survey vessel hs Nick
posnts aul, this didn’t do the steal chassis and bodywork
any favours. The ship was alsa carmying house kits for
the BAS station an Soaith Georgia, and the Foreat Rover
was actually vnioadad there so tha houss kits could
be brought oul of the hold, bafore the ship safled on o
Port Stanbay,
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Rabinwould continue his dialogue with Roadless
Tractons sakes manager, A Y Ven' Dodge, lor many
years, althaough in thase pre-intamet times this required
written or typed letters, or teleprams, and the delays
exparienced samatimes ran info weeks or months

What is clear is that Roadless was extremely
Interested in Rabins experienos of s veliche and e
wed-consiienad and arudite comments and keas. In Apri|
1963 he wrote: Since the vehiche srrived st Octobet [
hawve compéeted just over LA00 miles of cross-country
trawel with it, often carrying loads of eight or nine
hurdred paunds aver peat banks and athes soft Bogland.
On one occasion | inadvertently drove it ento a patch ol
guicksand and, although mired 1 the differentialg, it
crawled out without any asststance, In fact, the capstan
winch remains so far tnused, The vehicke has maore than
Iived v 10 the clalms wou make tor It and has inspred 50
much confidence that | would not willingly go back to
using a tarmal Land Rover for eross. ountny wiork

Raoadless was =0 pleased that it responded
immedEately, sending a dralt of &t article oo the Fallklands
It intendad to publish in the next waue of its housa journal

-

d so much confidence
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FALKLANDS FOREST ROVER

Roadless News, and inviting Robin to comment on it. The
proved o be rather difficult glvan the publication’s
deadling, bacauss aithough Ropdess was sending its

It b By A Bl Tt haadd Tailed) 1o realise that the post
went by alr to Mortevides and was than forwerded to the
Faklands arce a month, by sea

Lates that vear. Robin wrote of & recent journey Teom
Safvador to Stanley, whan haavy ren unexpactedly
furned o spow. This sbliterated all but the mast obviows
bad spots and so without realising that the ground had
changed, | drove info a bad swamp and within seconds
the wehichs bellied completely. We resarted to the
capstan, bat our new rope kept breaking. A long walk taa
lone shephends bouse Tolowed, where telaphone
ATANSAMENS Wers mads for a crawler tractor ko come
to our assstance. This meant a wait of nearty four hours,
and in the meantime we decided to return and try the
capstan agam with a piece of steel wire we collected
froum the shepherd. With this we succesdsd in bauling
the vahicla cat and the rest of the Inisrmey, I and cat, was
eomplebed without further incidents. My Taith in the
Roadiess 109 ls quite unshaken gnd is & pleasure to drive
it i any comnditions',

I Sapiember 1964 when of leave in England, Roban
ws mwvited by Roadless to visit its Hommsiow factory and
veis dEeapposiled L las s hal Lhe combany Was gaing 1o
caase production of the Forest Rover, The vehicle had not
sold in the quantities Roadless had hoped Sor, but Rokdn
wias shown twio completed vehicles and ashked by
Roadless if he thought they might be of interest to other
faerriers in the Falklands.

‘When detalls of the vehicles for salke eventually amived
I e past fone baing the unsgue Roadiess diesel
demonstrator svaiable for just E400, and the others
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being new and wnused vehickes with cabs bt no bodies,
priced gt £ 700 each) we can ondy wander witat Robin
thaught of this, having paid almast E2000 for his vehick
oeily three years earlien. He was very lermpted to buy
anothar but conclisdad that he couldn't pstity the outlay,

Tvea morths later, Roadiess advised him that one of
the brasd rew vehichas lad bean puichased by the
Institute ot Hydrology, and the dizsel damonstrator had
also been soid. With-anly one vehicle left, Roadiess was
clearly hoping that it might fnd a home in the Faiklands,
but despite numercus conversations and pasitive noises,
none of the Falkiands Tarmers stepped up 1o the plate. in
1955, the iast Faorest Rover was dso acgisred by the
Institute of Hydralogy.

Thiextansive archive reveals how much dedicated
effart was spent an preventive maintenance bo ensure
Hahin's veihdele was abée 1o do lts job. In 1967, Robn
arranged for Roadless tooverhaul the axles at its
Hounslow works [o coibcide with hig Urme on laave in
Engtand, and in September 1968 at a recorded 5185
iriless, tiare was an extensive ovaerhaul of the chages and
angine. In January the tollowing vear after extansive
hagging damage, a mew rear propshaft was fitted and
olfrar repairs mads,

Between July 1977 and January 1978, following the
collapsa of the ledt-hand fess spiiig hanger mounl, Hhe
weliche was complately strpped and the chassks, wings
and body tub sent to Stanley for repairs which incheded
fitting a maw rea crossmambar in 1981 the rear diff was
removed and new bearings, shims and seals were fitted
By an RAF enginear attached to e Faliland |2k
Gowamment Alr Service, bit it was found the pinion was

Bant, probably during the bogiing incident in 1969,
tha )

Roban wrote to Roadless toses I it could help with
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FALKLANDS FOREST ROVER

replacement parts required, and the ever helpful Ven
Dodge, now sales director, was able to locate and ship
everything needed. In his letter, Robin described the | © Port Staniey
circumstances surrounding the severe bogging that had
happened in 1969: '‘While crossing a deep ditch, the
banks broke away and the vehicle fell with such force
that three U-bolts on the rear axle were broken and the
propellor shaft parted at the splines but remained
jammed together during the subsequent de-bogging'.

In his next letter to Ven Dodge, dated 21 April 1982,
Robin wrote, ‘as you will have heard, we have been
invaded and occupied by Argentine military forces and
lite has suddenly taken on a grim and even more
uncertain aspect. | was planning to take leave in England
next month, but that will now have to await the outcome
of the present negotiations and if they fail, the battle
which must surely follow’,

On 13 July, in another letter to Ven, Robin wrote, ‘A few
farms, including our own, were fortunate not to be
accupled by Argentine troops although we had several
airborne visits when they inspected radio equipment and
checked and seized weapons. Following use of our radio
telephone contrary to one of their several edicts

THE FATES OF THE ROADLESS FOREST ROVERS

Argentine inw
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governing our behaviours, they arrested me and | was
detained under house arrest in Port Stanley for the last
six weeks of their occupation’.

Robin's account seems to have rather understated the
situation, because in the & March 2020 edition of the
Falkland Islands paper Penguin News, Graham Bound
wrote: ‘During the occupation of 1982, Robin established
radio contact with the British fleet, intending to help
convey a message to the Argentines suggesting that
they surrender. However, the Argentines heard this
and were furious. Rob was arrested and badly treated. At
one point a pistol barrel was pressed into his neck and
the trigger pulled. There was no bullet in the gun. He
was then placed under house arrest’.

Since the original article was published in LRM in
October 2021, more information on the other Forest
Rovers has also come to light, proving yet again that
researchinto the history of old Land Rovers is never
really finished. There's always more to discover, but that's
what makes it so obsessively interesting. The summary
in the table below represents our current understanding
until, that is, something else comes to light...

It is important to remind ourselves that last year was
the 40th anniversary of the Argentinianinvasion of the
Falkland Islands and the 40th anniversary of their defeat,
and to remember the 255 British military personnel, the
three Falkland islanders, and the 649 Argentine military
personnel who lost their lives in the conflict.

] e T

KLET&2 151900757 mmteum:byl . The firat bt by Roadl
what il "‘asu mﬂer‘reahnmdmwdm ‘Forestry Commission
mmmmm.u.m at Alice Holt. Used as a tralning abd for many years at Telford Agricultural College.
BeReved scrapped at Telford in 1979,

XsY 98 156900675 Damor vehicle 5/1959 to ‘Forestry Hy low’ and ds Bsits et Lt
and el Di gine. Rescued from Simon Bennett. mmmmwumnmmwmwnm
hl’does\ﬂﬂl pers fitted. XSY 598 Issued May 1995. Sold at Tennants of Leyburn auction, May 2022 Hammer price

K-13987 % NnExpwlLﬂthﬂurdnsdvahlchmmﬁsdbyﬂu e Traction 1959 and 1963, A RHD model

ted by hmmmmmmmms«mﬂu‘emmmw
forestry authorities. Later to the £ : passed lers West Coast British,
mmmmmlm:hpmmmmmmwmmm

313 CAC . by the BBC. Used Laslmwnnmthmmmmmmw“mam Scrapped.

HBW 956D Donor vehicle tor Traction, H Oxon. Sold 1990s to Lk

d sold to Claudie Sabo, Brazil. Extant.
BA Domor vehlcle Traction, Hounslow'. CEGE. Based at Rheldol, Ceredlglon, Wales. Retired In 1987. Onloan to -
Dumsfold Colfection. Extant

k] 25201718A***  Domor vehicle dispatched Tracthon, < Intial ly Forestry G A
nan-runnes In Perthshire, Scotland In the 1990s, diff. Fats 5

FUD 815C 252007T1A™  Domor vehicle dispatched 05/1962 to Traction, fo Bill Barnett of Hydrology: d by the
mnuhmmmmnswnﬁmmhmmw~ vwnel, i § L an 15022000 with ang

fromt and refur Balleved

William Wright in Extant

wmdhybwldh!msddiﬂiﬂfzoﬂgiichafﬂmmﬂnnlwmm
Traction,
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