Dver 30 years ago, Gary drove a'Lightweight

for the first time and was not impressed.

Has time softened his opinion?’

I can't lie, The Lightweight has
always been my least favourite
Land Rover. And in the early
1990s, when | got to take a
rather tatty example for a spin,
| concluded that it drove as bad
as it looked, particularly on the
road. | couldn't wait to get
back behind the wheel of my
Range Rover.
This somewhat prejudiced
opinion has lived with me for
Will Gary change the past 30 years, despite the
his mind about P fact that a very popular and
the Lightweight? tidy example of the
Lightwelght lives in the
Dunsfold Collection. A recent visitor to the Collection's new
museum was Tom, w h{: turned cut to be an exceptionally

. t ther than 'nghtw

the carrect name for the vehicle ficial cir f
Solihull and in the military, it was always known as the Half-Ton.
The Lightweight moniker is really a term coined by Land Rover

iasts and you can understand why, because the vehicle
came ir‘l[u being as a result of the simple fact that in the 19505,
for certain military applications, the standard Land Rover was
too heavy: it couldn't be airlifted by any of the helicopters in
operational service at that time,

Tom also reminded me of the astonishing story of a British
military vehicle that paved the way for the Half-Ton... The
Citroén 2CV pick-up. The Gallic car-for-the-people had been
adopted by the Royal Marines because they wanted a tactical
vehicle that could be lifted by helicopter from the deck of their
assault ships in support of an attack on a land target from
the sea.

Following trials in 1957 using Westland Whirlwind
helicopters and a standard civilian 2CV pick-up registered
33 CPPR a prototype military pick-up was ordered based on
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L 61 RN91was one of the § “_"'wiﬁ-_- -

Citroén 2CY pick-ups

N delivered to the §

a modified civilian model. This was followed by an initial
order for 35 vehicles which were built at Citroén's

UK factory in Slough. The 2CVs set sail on HMS
Bulwark in late 1959, accomparnied by 42 Commando,
destination Singapore.

A second batch of 30 Citroéns was subsequently
delivered and served a similar function aboard HMS
Bulwark's sister-ship, HMS Albion, when this vessel was
also converted to the commando carrier role in 1961

Theimage of Britain's elite Roval Marines charging into
battle in a fleet of 2CV pick-ups is a rather surreal one,
even if the little cars were given a military paint job, had
all their glass removed, and sometimes had a Mauser
20mm MG151 cannon mounted on the rear load bed,

According to researcher and author Mark Cook, who
wrote The Half-Ten Military Land Rover which is the
definitive book on the Lightweights: "The Citroéns were
selected principally because of their light weight,
front-wheel drive, and basic load carrying capability.
Their incredible suspension meant they could withstand
repeated helicopter freight release landings from up to
ten feet. It was intended that they would be the first
vehicles ashore, carrying radio equipment, water, rations,
and ammunition.

“The 2CV was chosen because, when stripped, it was
light enough to be airlifted by the Whirlwind. However,
these vehicles were only to be a short-term measure, for
use until the introduction of the Wessex [helicopter].
They were also limited in that they could not carry any
significant payload, and they were only 4x2. Despite their
limitations, some actually saw service in Borneo during
the Indonesian confrontation of 1963.66."

Suffice to say that the strategic planners in the MoD
finally caught up with the pioneering vision of the Royal
Marines, and realised that what was required was a
vehicle that was not only air portable as an undersiung

If there weren't any
helicopters around (above),
the Royal Marines discoverad
{below) they could carry their
2CVs into battle!

There's no mistaking the
distinctive, pared-down
look of the Lightweizht
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LIGHTHREIGHIT VERSTON OF EH0RT WHEELSASE LANT-ROVER .

INTROCUCTLON

The eurrant W.0. Short Wheslbnse Land-Rever 1s
too wide and too Beavy for certain alepartable solés and
thia presants o'velicls wliioh will fulTill thosa
reqguiranants but shich 1 atill basieally - a gonaral
parpose veablele and which, with the additien of "boll em®
kits; ocan h_- haflt ap to Tulfill the roles of the curreast
abiert whonlbass Land-Rover.

SFEOITTAEMNENT
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a) owerall widih i G607 maxim,
&) Dl edan wha 1 250h ihs  (12% Carga).

F100 Lba L2k I‘T‘E’}.

el Rampes | 300 milen,

al Towing v 1p owt, teatlar

o:l Tdfting Poldnta to ba provided,

LAk Faylaad £ 1000 1he {inol. driver).
[IE3CRIPTION

A-ptariard S.W.B. chossla s Cho boasds of the
veldole, fittsd with a simple spen hedy éx shioun 4n
plodograph 8 and P In this form the vahicln mesta all
tha requirenents stated above. & specifipation shoet ia
attachad,

This baple ool gen thsn ke progrenaively built
Hp - teing the kit of pareas shown on photograph § to mve
any- rejulred doprea of weather profsction uwp to the
standard af the prassnt 0.5, Land-Rever, snd to fulfil a1l
the veles of that wohfele.  The windsereen, hood, door
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Alen macda to LIE P.E0 % 16 tyrea df ceguired. Tha ballt:
waltole L abicwn in photogmaphs B, (3 and B,

fCont 'd. ..
Fromn the archive: prototype /

with unique grille; VXC T02F
was first LHD Lightweight

pecification

load beneath the newly introduced twin-engined Wessex
HU.S and HC.2 variants, but something that could also be
shoehorned into the aircraft of RAF Transport Command
and deploved wherever it was needed around the world.

A number of off-the-shelf vehicles were evaluated,
including the Hunting Percival Harrier, Haflinger, Mini-
Moke, and Triumph Pony, before Land Rover chief
engineer Tom Barton got wind of what was going on and
instructed his deputy, Mike Broadhead, to create a
product that would meet the Moll's requirements.

It was a bold decision given that at the time the MoD
was only considering a maodest order to replace the
Citroéns, but so keen was Land Rover to maintain its
position as a leading supplier to the British military that
Barton was convinced it was the right thing to do. Events
would prove him right.

A Series l|A 88 was the starting point, and the final
result was four inches narrower and around 500Ib lighter
than the standard military version. The original brief had
required the new design to keep as much of the standard
vehicle's components as possible, but in the end the
Half-Ton acquired a narrower bulkhead, flat body sides, a
narrower track, new drive flanges, and shorter halfshafts.

Weight reduction was also achieved by replacing the
front wings with a new design that was little more thana
horizontal mudguard, Metal was removed from the rear
wings by reshaping the wheelarches to match the front,

to be four inc

and the bonnet was completely redesigned. Lighter - L oF 5 Dunsfold's 21 BT 85 2

springs with only four leaves were fitted on the front, { a1 e - o i B 2 21BT 84 squeszed into an
The main way that Rover achieved the reguired G g S } Argosy transport afr rafT |

reduction in weight was even more interesting, ") i e A £ i B T
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because the company persuaded the boffins at the
Fighting Vehicles Research and Development
Establishment (FVRDE) that large parts of the vehicle
weren't really required when it was initially deliverad to
the battlefield. This so-called 'demountable’ concept
meant that the rear side panels, rear seat, doors,
windscreen, soft-top and frame, and front bumper were
deemed non-essential and could be delivered to theatre
tater and fitted when time allowed.

Mark Cook suggests that at least two prototypes were
made. They received a favourable reception, and the
MaoD ordered six pre-production vehicles which were
delivered in 1966. Dunsfold’s chassis number
24125945C is the third of these and was built at Solihull
on 2 June 1966, It was delivered to the FVRDE at
Chertsey on 20 September that vear as 00 5P 15, and
subsequently renumbered 21 BT 85,

Several photographs exist showing it undergoing trials
at the FVRDE and at the Army Air Transport Training and
Development Centre at Old Sarum in Wiltshire, where it
was used to establish and prove loading methods in
various types of aircraft including the Armstrong
Whitwaorth Argosy, the Blackburn Beverley, the Bristol
Britannia, the Shorts Beifast, the Hawker Siddelay
Andover, and the Vickers VC10. To this glorious list of

: e British-built aircraft was added a Lockheed Hercules,
ﬁl BT 85 being put | _ borrowed from the USAF ahead of the delivery of the
rough its paces - - ; ]
at the FVRDE d i i L first of the type to the RAF in December 1966.

‘ ] It was a vital part of the original MoD requirement that
twao Half-Ton vehicles should be able to fit side-by-side in
the Argosy, and it was this that led to the Half-Ton being
four inches narrower than a standard Series 1A

The military service record for Dunsfold’s vehicle
reveals that after the FVRDE it was allocated to
3 Battalion, Royal Green Jackets in October 1970, before
maoving to 1 Staffordshire in December. Early in 1971 it
was with 2 Royal Irish before joining 1 Worcestershire &
Sherwood Foresters in February 1972, Its final posting
was to 1 Queen's in luly 1972, and it was cast a vear later
and sold at the Ruddington three-day auction held on 13,
14 and 15 November 197 3, The Dunsfold archive has an

Half-Ton with all the
demountable components
removed was a relatively
easy [ift for a Wessex HC.2

7 THE
NEW ROVER
HALF-TON 4 x4

Tl RIVTR G0, L AL . AR R Al

Adaptable, Relable, Fully
Air-Portable; Rover's 1967
ad for the new Half-Ton
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Pre-pro features have
survived, including
the sidellight and
indicator installation

&

Production vehiches had
bonnet-mountad mirrors
rather than this design

All body panels
apart from door
tops are different to
production standard

=

N Seatcushions use
press studs
fasteners

Flush-fitting door hinges
example of the original auction catalogue. required to meet width
he Lightweight was ered with the DVLA on ik
ber 1974 with the age-related southwest Landon
er GCG 437N and it had four owners before it was

acquired by the Dunsfold Collection on 10 June 2008,

"We bought it off eBay from a guy in Trowbridge and |
knew that it would require a complete rebuild,”
Dunsfold’s Philip Bashall tells me. "The important thing
was that almost all of the things that are unigue to the
pre-pros were intact: all the body panels apart from door
tops are different to the eventual production standard,
mirrors are on the doors rather than the wings, the
bulkhead top is totally different to production, etc. There
are dozens of differences to delight the Half-Ton experts.

“We started work on it aimost immediately and it
passed its MoT in February 2009, One of the things |
replaced was the registration number because | didn't
like the age-related 1974 plate and | wanted a D-suffix
that would be correct for 1966, when it was built.

“We'd been delighted to help Mark Cook with his book
and | was really pleased to discover that he'd found some
photographs of 21 BT 85 in the REME Mussum and the
Airborne Forces Museum, which helped fill in some of
the gaps in what we knew about its early history. 9
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A g gl f T = L e .,- Functional and built with a purpose:

L . nx . J e . Gary's changed his mind about [

i the Lightweight

“We've taken it to quite a few shows since it was
iﬁf&?fﬁfﬁ:ﬂl‘iﬁ restored, and JLR hired it for a couple of its events in the
w for production T0Oth anniversary year, when it took part in the World
vehicles Land Rover Day media drive from Solihull to Ryton. It was
also inthe 70th anniversary convoy that drove up the hill
at the 2018 Goodwood Festival of Speed.”
Tom Barton's decision to develop the Half-Ton was
vindicated when the first order for 92 vehicles for the
B, e : Royal Marines was placed in August 1967, together with
;"'El:l‘_z h“ﬂt't“;‘:;:’-:‘-‘? / vy i = 4 afurther order for 1000 for the Army. By the early 1970s
of The Half-Ton g o the thing that had led to the development of the vehicle
Military Land Rover J " s in the first place - air portability - became less important
by Mark I Cook as bigzer and more powerful aircraft and helicopters
(Veloce Publishing, | I . o Hl =l milite .
2001 and 2004) \ B were introduced, Nevertheless, the British military fell in
love with the Lightweight and continued to order itin
large numbers, Eventually, the Half-Ton overtook the
standard 88in Land Rover in all three branches of the
British Armed Forces,

Lightweights built between December 1967 and
March 1972 were all Series 1A models, and those built
from April 1972 were based on the Series Il The Haif-Ton
was gradually superseded by the Land Rover Minety, and
the last were sold off in the late 1990s. They proved to be
very popular among civilian buyers when they appeared
at MoD disposal sales,

Having taken the trouble to extricate the Lightweight
from the museum for our photoshoot, it's time to get
behind the wheel and find out if the passage of time has
modified my opinions of it. I'm glad | did, because |
thoroughly enjoved the experience, despite the Arctic
temperature. All | can assume is that the one | drove all
those years ago was an exceptionally bad example.

Either that, or I've come over all soft and emotional in my

Dri'ulrl}-: position Is |

: tight and not really old age,

| sulted to long road trips Dunsfold's pre-production Half-Ton will be on display @
e Ak

/ i at the LAM Live show at Malvern on 18-19 May.
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