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Exhibition in 18840, It was donated to the Taink Musein
by Lairdd in 1989, and subsaguantly loaned to the
B-Velicle Misaum st Ripley, who registered it with the
numar Chd42 (PG in Augest 1994, It rotumed o
Bowingtan in May 2013

PE s another of the survivars, and its story 19 perhaps
the most remarkable It & believed (o have been acouired
Iin 1980 by the military authodities inlrag, and raimdudrs
abound that a certain Saddam Hussein was deawn fo it
and decided i swould be a useful additios 1o his militsy
might. it wias descovered these In 2005 by allled forces
during the brag War, bearing afl the Sipns of having been
e for target practice. Whatever the truth of the
matier, the stary goes that the Amerscan military
Inmtended 1o recover i te the US bul it wes mEreculously
regatriated to the LIK instead, 1t spgaaned at the Dunstold
Collection Open Weekend in 2006 and was of fened for
sale om eBay in February 2006, 1 was acquired by French
Land Rever coliector Séhastien Conte

And that just eaves P2 and F3, both of which were
sold by makers Laind (Anglesey) Lid in 1989, around the
sarme time that Laird donated the bwo Centaurs to the
Tank Museism, Tha buyer was Peter Blanchard, founder
and owner of the well-known Land Bowver parts and
military webssle seciglisis P A Blanchand of Markat
Waightan it seamad sensibha to pay a wisit to Pate and
T o, Mick, S0 & plan was made which somebow meant
| drew the short straw and had to sat my alasm for an
D0 0am wake-up, By 05 30am, Philip and | were on car
veiy Tow & SO0 imile saund trip that would, together with
paradiel research that P was conducting into the
i hinationes of the Thalcher govainmsant, provide s
with the best pessible explanation as to how a 1984 One
Ten became a Laird Cantaur.

Laird (Anglasey) Limited was founded In 1540 at
Beaurmaris to repair military flying boats. With expertise
In adurminiuim aley Tabrication the company diversileed
during the Second World War and later daveloped the
Trackway product range, which was desggned Lo improve
the capability of military expeditionary sahicles in
difficult terrain conditions. Treckway products were also

“It's difficult to view the Centaur as anything other
than an expensive white elephant that promised
much and delivered little”

'F':-.1 Blancian 41 [
In persuading the DVLA to

developad to construct temporary alitheld runways, ag
wedl as rapairing battle-damagad airstrips, for military
custbmers worldwide.

In 19596 tha company was acouired by German-awned
Faun GmbH, part af the Kircholf Group, and became Faun
Municipal Vehicies Lid, designers and manufactisess ol
refuse collection wehicles and sweepers. and Fain
Trachway sadutons for military custoimeers. The Coirpany
still operatas fromits Anglesey base today,

In 19859 Laird decided to dispose of its remaiting
Centaurs and Pete Blanchasd bought pra-pros P2 and P3
the latter with its fascinating hord fop still in situ. Pete
hed the cpporfunity to disciusa the Centaut programine
In great detall with Laird's Gaorge Stowed, who went on
1o become a director of the Trackwey business alter Faun
acojuire:d Lawd

A well a5 acouining bee move or kess complete
Ceptaurs, Pete was sl given extensive documentation
on the development programme as well as dozens of
official Laird phatographs and engineering drewings. For
a Lard Rover researchar and histarian like me. it is.a
weritable treasure trove

Pete and | companed notes, and ha was dellghtad to
take copies of o couple of Laird brachures he hatn't seen
besfore, We confirmed that our recosds of The VNS of the
six Stage 1 10%s supplied by Land Fover in 1979 match,
ard Land Rover produsction records eonfimm tsy wera
delverad to Laind In Februsry and April 1975

Ared then Pete told us about semething that was
included in bes deal with Lagsd that Philip ard 1 had not
heard of before. &5 part of the deal, Pete had acguired a
Stage | fronl snd comprising (he Troml classis, front ass,
engine, gearboo, and bodywork, He had since disposed of
it bt ket thae chaessis plate for posteridy, VIN
SALLBCAVIAA 186069 was despatched from Land
Rover to Lakd on 25 April 1983, and George Stowell iold
Palte that it was fitted bo a seventh Cantaur that Laird
Idemitified as DTI.

Pete anly had Lhe frant ead of that Stage 1 amd, based
an s conwarsations with Georga, he believes the
raason heonly ad the front end was bocacss less +
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Hitbesd with the
19 LA THmumber
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LAIRD CENTAUR STAGE 1

Apart from tlltd:\:lh’:lll'u.

year gfter thay had made DT, Laird boeught 8
wng Cmea Ten and wused (15 tront end to replace tha

un:l llr-rl B to the Eroul r:m-:l
coll-sprung One Ten froat end th

in the early 1980s
l:-[?_l'lf.'ll‘tur'l||':' Wag ainer

responea toa podentlal
Chilean r,rmcnm-ﬂ! The Centawr de

Britkh perinia
alraady in Chile on
demoristration to the Chilean

m:llp nul*l..'m-.nrlu
oth fighting and
supprart pobe: itha
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Anoraka sl kg
Hzary and Philip
ot very enciled
defving into Pete
Blanchard s filos

sposal saie that ended with b
Bought by Pete,
Laird m bieen tated when no
came in, not least hr:cw':-l- an wel s the costs pvalved in

anﬁp-enslu. wl'llt. ale |-¢||'|ltth-1| |:-r-!n1|=m!mmhnnd
red very I|rl.‘1r. h = probably what makes it so

an will be annowncing open days for
Ehe pubSc tater in the year, bul i1 vou want Lo be teere 4l
the InaLigLal there may stil ba time, f you area
Friemrd of the Collectian.,

Based on a second-hand Saries 11
2,25 litre dizsel. Loter re-engined
with a V. Exhibited at RAEE Jone
1478, then participaied in a three-
month Mol overseas sades tour,
Baollovedd scrapped,

I LECAVIAA 100058
M—Mwm Limestone,
FHD. Testhiz at MIRA. Cald weath-

o7 tenting In Norway, Hot woather
Testing W Lilya and Tunlsia, Minelay-
er and cannan tHale. Fate tnknow,
Iust possibily parmsmned by Libya after a
sades lour

LBCAVLAA 100057
Deflverad February 1979, Line-
slone RHD, Sales tours of Kenya
and Migeria Land Rover ssssssrment
and demonstration vehicle, Losned
o the Dunsfold Collection in 1988,
Acquired from Laird in L2588 by P A&
Blanchard & Co Ltd. Piter Blanchard
securad s rmgistration with the
DVLA 45 RKH 4937 06 1991, Owned
by Pater Blanchard, UH,

LACAVLA L 100059
Baftverad April 1574, Limestone.
RHD. To Facal Tecticom for fitting out
with slectronics apd radios. :
Wil ifled Test trisds with & hard top
oy iRted witk radics for use as a
mabile command post, Acdguired from
Laird in 1989 by Peter Bianchard.
Carrenitly pwied by P Blanchard, UK,

LECAVZIAA 100062

L Lard's pubiiciy mabesial
depicted multiple miktany
wariants man uttenartely wain
attempt to secure orders

Flared doors very obvious in this
front view: rear body 15168 wider
than the Land Fower front end

b vl

1979 to December 1973, Sent to
Rbeinmetall for 20

install, Believed shown of BAEE In1980,
Donated to the Tank Museum by Laird

Dréfivered April 1978, Limest
mnmtmm:nnmlmﬁm
murchased by the Omani military.
Carrrently in the Sultan of Oman's:
Armed Forces Meseaum, Bait al Ajaj
Fart, Muscat, Oman.

LECAVZAA 100063
Defivered April 19749, Limastona,
LMD 9 Para Sgn. Royal Engineers,
ke a5 a bar mineiayer in Exerclsa
Towhar held in East Angila October

in 1989 and laaned to the B-Vehicls
Museum at Ripbay, who registared It as
Q442 DPG 0A.1934, Returned to
Bavington May 2013, Currantly in the
ek Mhiseurn, Bovington,

LECAV2ZAA 100061,
Deltversd April 1979, Limestons, LHD,
Soldd to brag In 1580, Feund in Baghdad
In 2005 having apparently beon eed
Tar Lerged practice. Recovered tothe

UK, Sold Februgry 20016, Part of the
Sdbastien Conte collaction France,

SALLECAVIAA
186065, RHD, Dellvered to Lakrd on
25 Aprit 1983 This Stage I front end
B plievad to have been replacsd
with the Front nd from LHD Do Ten
V& SALLDHAVZAA 204565
tespatetved rom SoEhul on 8

Military demonstrator in Chile

1984.-85 Donated by Laird to the:
Tank Museum n 1989, Currently In
the Dunsfakd CoflcHarn
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