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% The V8 petrol is possibly

the best loved of all

Land Rover engines and

this Series IIA played

an important role in its
development /i

his experimental Series [LA was built
Tat Splihull in late 1966-67 as a test-
bed for the Rover Company’s new

3,528cc V8 engine, the design for which.it
had recently acquired from General Motors.

Becoming a classic in its own time,
the engine would goon to be fitted in
a multitude of Famous British vehicles
including TVRs, MGs. the Rover SD1 and
of eourse, the Range Rover. BXC 9750 was
one of three vehicles built for the task of
developing and testing the engine for its
suitability in an off-road vehicle and it
played a vital role in long distance testing.

However we need 1o go just a litde
further back in history to appreciate the
full background to the development of this
ubiquitous ‘British’ Land Rover engine. The
very first V8 Land Rover predates even this
particufar vehicleand it started off with an
88in built in California, not Solibull.

In the early 1960s, Rover was keen to
| expand in the US market, both with cars and
Land Rovers. However, the regular complaint
to Rover Motor Company of North America
(RNA) from its US Land Rover customers
was that the 2,286¢c engine was just tag
small, running out of power on hills, and
with slow highway speeds.

Meanwhile, General Motors had develaped

‘McWilliams got
approval from &

Martin-Hurst to
experiment with a V8

powered Land Rover’
WL EUER B
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BXC 9756 was built to develop the V8 engine for
off-road use

i B




iil
Lium hed in 1960, iT was reasonably
mic al on fuel but with surprising

nd Pontiac
nsive to
dropped after
Bruce McWilliams who was in
NA picked up on this fact and
i-.mrl.r MD William Martin-Hurst agreed
uld be a solution both for the
red Land Rover and for future
Eover cars.
Th'r-\ wm:ld cn}mnu* the hmnd to l“"
cus
the UK. Di" i 5
engine, the timing was n:..,ill for h:.rlh over
and General Motors 0 do a deal, In 1965, it
acquired the design, production rights
tooling with a view to setting up production
in the UK.
McWilliams got approval from Martin=

;rrmiu
three ye
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“The main visual
difference was a
cosmetic makeover
to enhance its appeal
and encourage
Solihull to start
production’

Hurst to experiment with a V8- p

Land Rover and so, in April 1966, Pr

BOP [Buick, Oldsmobile and Pontiac)

launched. The plan, lead by Rover's Western
pduct development engineer, Richard
ras ta fit the engine to an 88in Series

general configuration.

The conv n works were carried out at
Moeller Brothers’ Body Shep in San Lorenzo,
California. Some mechanical modifications
were required such as a new flywheel and
bellhousing. The engine fitted well in the
chassis without altering the steering and the
only bodywork meodifi ication reguired was to

d.

However, the main visual difference was
a cosmetic makeover to enhance its appeal
and encourage Solihull to stari production
of such-a vehicle. Notahly, 9.40x14 sports
wheels were fitted, the e was well
trimmed internally and it was sprayed
Mustang Yellow, gaining it the name Golden
Rod. After a suce e from California
to New York, the vehicle was shipped into
Southampton and then taken to Sclihull for

sment.
oon after gaining the design and
manufacturing rights to the engine, Rover
set up its own production plant at its Acocks
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Green Tdunnr and made a number of
to the original GM design.
pacity was reduced slightly and they

ﬂmd SU {arburﬂmr" msreud nr'1he nrig.in:li

l_lh.l._'ll a 3hrm]~. iltﬂﬂh process Iur the cast
piston liners. The engine first appeared in
production in 1967 in the Rover P5B, the
P&B the following year and mid-mounted in
the PGRS sports car.
e McWilliams® and Green's efforts
with Golden Rod, attention at Solihull
ray from a more powerful utility
or the US market to a new project,
« *100in Station Wagon® which of course,

engine and look at off-road performance,
Like their older an cousin, the
Solilull-built vehicles were pretty standard
looki t they we 50 used to test
transt on systems. One s re p"ﬂt‘d i1}
have heen fitted with an automatic gearbox
and testing proved that permanent 4x4 was
required to use the power without undue
gress to the rear axle.
Range Rover engineer O
on comparison tests at
V8 powered Series [lAs
from other manufacturer
Ford Bronco and the Interna
Scout. Tests proved that the
off-road and the coil spring

of Miller worked
tnor, pitting the
ainst vehicles

14l Harvester
ine was 1dn al

the front of the Bronco should be use
round on the new vehicle,
975G belongs to rhe l'nm

became the Range Rover, launched in 1970
ted by the
ig in Golden Rod, Land Rover
built three of their own V8-
powered SWE Land Rovers in 1966-67.
However the intention was not pmn
for production but they were us
beds for prototype versions of the new

enitials. Because it
test vehicle it was fitted

| :.. ! r. -‘:!.; ﬁ
C Al acn Fitted with S PRstc ;.?
Y _radial tyres “spoked wheel
f forhigh speed - was a recent
update

_.&esting,-

Larger
exhaust and
rims suggest
a powerful
engine

Fitted with static seathelts
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Cooling fan just
visible behind grille

g

Standard leaf
springrehassis

with wider rims, radial tyres and servo-

assisted brakes to cope with the extra speed.

All three test vehicles were painted in
different experimental colours including
ihis unusual blue. At some point in its life
though, it was painted Massai red, a colour
used for the County Station Wagon in the
early 1980s and fitted with a station wagon
hard top and later wirgs and grille. After it
completed its engineering duties it became
a tug for a surface friction trailer at the
Gaydon test track for many years before
Dunsfold acquired it and restored it to
original specification and colour.
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This wehicle certainty played an important
role in further developing the engine to
ensure it was suitable for the Range Rover.
Changes from the Rover car application
included fitting Zenith-Stromberg
carburettors and raising the level of the
water pump to improve deep wading and
access to a crank dog for the starting handle,

There is no doubt though that it is a superh
vehicle in its own right and it begs the
guestion why Rover didn’t go with the idea
of a V8-powered utility vehicle, Land Rover
didn’t sell a production V8 powered leafer
until the arrival of the Stage One 10%in in

SU carbs, production Range Rover engine had
Zenith-S5trombergs

Single line brake system with remote serva

“This vehicle
certainly played an
important role in
further developing
the engine’
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8 e what,
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1979 and other than a handful of special
builds, the company never sold a volume
production Short Wheelbase V&,

It may have changed the fortunes of the
company, not only in the US but possibly
worldwide, It might have created not only
an appropriately powered utility but with
Golden Rod styling, Land Rover may have
led the 4x4 SUV market. It was not until
the launch of the NAS 90 in 1993 that the
company again had a bold yellow Va-
powered lifestyle vehicle in the US.

In the UK, as the Range Rover aged, 88in
Series vehicles with V8 conversions became
commonplace in the 1980s. The engine was
especially popular in the trialling scene and
conversion specialists started springing up.
Even today, for many classic Land Rover
enthusiasts something fike BXC 975G would
be their dream vehicle, Be it for instant
power off-road, blasting round country
lanes or simply revving it up off tick-over
in a confined space or a tunnel, there is
little to beat the psychomotor and auditory
experience. [(HEZk
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