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CHESHIRE POLICE RANGE ROVER

5 alifelong Range Rover fan
and recently retired police
officer, | thought it was
incredibly important that this
vehicle should be preserved,
not least because we will
never see its like again.”
These were the opening
waords in an email written by
Chris Murray to the Dunsfold
Collection in February 2018,
What followed was a
remarkable story of one man's persistence and eventual
success in saving the vehicle, even when it finally meant
having to buy it himself.

Cheshire was only the second police force to acquire
the Range Rover, buying five two-door vehicles which
were registered STU 699) to STU 703) on Monday 1
February 1971 They entered service the same month. In
April 1971, STU 699) appeared on the ITV children's
television programme Magpie.

The accolade for becoming the first constabulary to
acquire the Range Rover went to Lincolnshire, which
registered two vehicles on Friday 29 lanuary, just two
days before Cheshire. By July that year, ten forces had
Range Rovers in service, and eventually the Range Rover
would be acquired by 44 of the 45 so-called 'Home
Office’ territorial police forces in the UK at that time,

According to Peter Hall in his excellent book Police
Range Rovers — A Fifty Year Story, the only territorial
force not to use the Range Rover was Dumfries &
Galloway Constabulary in Scotland which, although it
covered a large rural area, had just one major and
important road on its patch, the A74/A74M. This was
policed as far south as Moffat by the Strathclyde force,
thereby negating the need for Dumfries & Galloway to
own any Range Rovers of its own.

What you don'twant & Peter Hall's research reveals that in April 1993

tos Cheshire had become one of the few forces to use the
new diesel-powered Range Rover Tdi, when it took
delivery of a batch of four. Cheshire continued to expand
its fleet of first-generation Range Rovers almost until the
end of production of the classic Range Rover, with the
force’s last example, a Tdi registered LBG7 SMA, entering
service on19 July 1994,

The force returned to petrol propulsion in April 1996
when the first of its P38A Range Rovers entered service,
At least eight more were acquired in 1996 and 1997, and
further examples followed in small batches until 2001
when Y642 GMA joined the fleet.

In July 2003, Cheshire became only the third force to
buy the third-generation L322 Range Rover when DAO3
MZIW, DAD3 MZX and DAO3 KPA entered service. The
force bought at least one more L322 Range Rover, a
4.4-litre V8 automatic registered DK54 HSU, which was
acquired in October 2004 and is the survivor you see on
these pages.

According to Peter Hall, Cheshire’s first Range Rovers
carried the typical red side stripe and a large Police sign
on the roof, topped with a single light beacon with blue
and red lights. Two roof-mounted searchlights were
fitted, as well as two spotlights underneath the front
bumper. On the rear was a large Accident sign and a
smaller Police sign and a siren.

By the 1980s the livery had evolved into wide yellow
side stripes. On the front, Police was written in reverse
ona yellow background on the bonnet. The markings
changed again for the final original Range Rovers, 3 1
consisting of very effective blue and yellow chevrons, T g f X ] ¢ 2 e . vk P i Police Rany
bordered on the top and bottom by chequer bands with i / = 2 A Y - e ek v : - i A B ultimatedy r
Cheshire Police on the rear wings. The radiator grilles 4 : ¢ i by SR,
were painted yvellow and, in common with Greater _)
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CHESHIRE POLICE RANGE ROVER

Manchester and Lancashire Range Rovers, the bonnets
on Cheshire's Range Rovers were painted matt black to
reduce glare,

Cheshire’s first P38A Range Rovers retained the same
livery as the last of the classics but with the addition of a
force badge on the doors and the deletion of the black
bonnet, but by January 2000 when V115 MFM entered
service, the force had adopted the distinctive Battenburg
high-visibility markings that were developed in the
mid-1990s by the Police Scientific Development Branch.

Mamed after the similarity to a slice of Battenburg
cake, the markings were developed at the request of the
Association of Chief Police Officers which wanted a livery
for motorway and trunk road police vehicles that would
maximise the vehicles' visibility from a distance of 500
metres, when stopped either in daylight or under
headlights, which would distinctively mark them as police
vehicles, The design has now been adopted widely
around the world. Cheshire's L322 Range Rovers were all
decorated with the Battenburg livery.

Chris Murray served with Cheshire Constabulary for
30 years before retiring in 2017, and during his time with
the Motorway Unit he drove HSU regularly, “In 2007 and
after 36 years, the end was in sight for Cheshire's long
and loyal association with the Range Rover,” he recalls.
“HSU had for several years been my trusty companion,
day and night and in all weathers, and it was destined to
be the last example in service.

“And because the Highways Agency was now working
alongside the police, their role meant that we no longer
needed a vehicle on our fleet to do what the Range Rover
had done so well for so long. In common with guite a few
forces across the country, Cheshire had already decided
tareplace the L322 with the BMW X5 for the Roads
Policing and Armed Response Vehicle roles,

“In fact, the L322 proved to be the last Range Rover
maodel in service with forces across the UK, | believe the
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only force to purchase the L405 fourth generation model
was the Met in London, which bought four examples. The
current vehicles are too expensive for everyday police
duties, and | doubt we will ever see Range Rovers in large
scale police use again.

“I had been a fan of the Range Rover since my earliest
childhood memoaries, and | think it probably went back to
that Dinky Range Rover | was given when | was five-years
old. | really believed quite passionately that HSU was an
important vehicle from an historical perspective, and
because of the decision to purchase the BMW X5, it
really was the case that we would never see a Range
Rover in service in Cheshire Police livery again.

"l was determined that HSU shouldn't be stripped of its
police equipment and markings and sent to auction like
all the others. | put forward an argument that it should be
saved and after many emails and meetings with the
Deputy Chief Constable, it was agreed that Cheshire
would keep the vehicle exactly as she was on her last day
of service, and that she would be a museum piece under
my guardianship.

"The idea was that she would be preserved as an
ambassador for road safety campaigns as part of the
Cheshire Police Force Museum and would be available for
display at the force’s public open days and similar events,
and to attend classic car shows. Cheshire's last Range
Rover was struck off charge with just over 186,000 miles
onthe clock.

“This recorded mileage was actually quite modest by
comparison with other Cheshire Police Range Rovers.
With over 200 miles of motorway to patrol, and despite
having two strategically placed Traffic Division garages
at Knutsford on the M6 and Frodsham on the M56,
Cheshire's Range Rovers often left service with very high
mileages, even by police vehicle standards. One of the
1971 batch of two-doors was sold having driven over
300,000 miles. 9
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“As police budgets became tighter, the feasibility of
keeping HSU came under scrutiny again, and there was a
very real risk that the Range Rover would end up being
disposed of at auction. Despite having my own collection
of Land Rover vehicles including a 1971 Range Rover
Suffix A restoration project, a Series Ill 88in, and my
L322 daily driver, | offered to buy HSU as it was and keep
it as a museum and show vehicle.

“This was agreed by Deputy Chief Constable
McCormack and the fleet manager, John Heussi, and in
December 2016 | took legal custody of HSU, exactly as
she was when she finished her last day on duty in late
2007, complete with fully functioning "blues and twos’
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Biues and twos
escort for Land

and the full complement of equipment in the back
including warning lights and signs, cones, tools for
cleaning debris off the carriageway, and hand-held
radar guns.

“When the vehicle was in my custody and | was still
serving with the force, it was displayed at eventson a
regular basis. It made frequent appearances at the
Middlewich Transport Festival, the Cholmondley Pageant
of Power, and the Cheshire Car Fest, driven by various
serving officers myself included, and also went to
Cheshire Police public open days at Warrington, Widnes,
Birchwood and other locations, as well as museum open
days and a number of internal events at headguarters. On
one memorable occasion we visited the Tractor Safe
ploughing match.

“When | retired in 2017 other things started to take
priority, including starting a new business, and with great
reluctance | decided that | probably needed to find a new
home for HSU. There was plenty of interest from
members of the two UK clubs for historic police vehicles,
but | felt the vehicle needed the security of long-term
preservation. Dunsfold was the obvious choice, and |
approached the museum in early 2018, a deal was done,
and Dunsfold trustee Richard Beddall collected HSU and
drove it down to Dunsfold.

“limmediately became a Friend of the Collection and
the first event that HSU participated in under Dunsfold
ownership was the wonderful 60th anniversary of Land
Rover convoy that drove up the hill at the Goodwood
Festival of Speed in 2018. | was delighted when Philip
Bashall invited me to get behind the wheel on the day,
and it was very satisfying to show H5U to such a large
and appreciative crowd.

“HSU is going to be centre stage again at Dunsfold's
Spring Open Day on 26 April, and | hope to attend to talk
about the vehicle and display it. It will also be on display
at the LRM Live show at Malvern on 17 and 18 April, and it
gives me a lot of pleasure to know that Cheshire
Constabulary's last Range Rover is in safe hands and
still being demonstrated in public.”



